
 

 

 

 

Mile Marker 4:   
Growing in 

Love for God 
 

 

To empower parents to seek 
God with all of their hearts. The 
purpose of these sessions is to 
remind parents of the power of 
their example in the spiritual 
development of their children, 
as well as, to encourage at 
home family devotions.  



Scriptures for the Road Ahead 

 
Embracing Holistic Discipleship (Faith as a Lifestyle) 
 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you 
today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes.9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
 

Everything We Do is an Opportunity to Glorify God 
 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through Him. 

Colossians 3:17 

 
The Environment We Create Shapes Us and Others 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things. 

Philippians 4:8 

 

Worship Aligns Our Hearts with God  
 

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; 

    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation! 

2 
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 

    let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! 

3 
For the LORD is a great God, 

    and a great King above all gods. 

4 
In his hand are the depths of the earth; 

    the heights of the mountains are his also. 

5 
The sea is his, for he made it, 

    and his hands formed the dry land. 



6 
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 

    let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!  

7 
For he is our God, 

    and we are the people of his pasture, 

    and the sheep of his hand. 

Today, if you hear his voice, 

8 
    do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

    as on the day at Massah in the wilderness, 

9 
when your fathers put me to the test 

    and put me to the proof, though they had seen 

my work. 

10 
For forty years I loathed that generation 

    and said, “They are a people who go astray in 

their heart, 

    and they have not known my ways.” 

11 
Therefore I swore in my wrath, 

    “They shall not enter my rest.” 

                                     Psalm 95 

Notes 
 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 



Creating a God-Centered Home 

 

Creating a God-Centered Environment Requires Intentionality  
 

“Planning your journey is the difference between hoping your kids randomly end up loving God 

versus actually “training them up in the way they should go.”” - Brian Haynes 

 
Parents Provide their Children with the First Perspectives on Love 
 

“Children brought up in homes where they are free to be different, vulnerable, candid, and to 

make mistakes learn firsthand what the genuine love of God looks like.” - Tim Kimmel  

 
Children Need Parents to Help them to Understand their God-Given Identity  
 

“You have a unique vantage point as a parent. No one sees the past, present, and future quite 

like you do. It’s your job to help your children connect the dots between who they were, who they 

are, and who they are becoming.” - Mark Batterson 

 
Children Need to Experience the Hope of the Christian Story 
 

“Any parent who wants to raise his or her children into strong, confident, and resilient adults has 

got to grasp the reality of children’s fundamental need for a strong hope.” - Tim Kimmel 

 
A Child’s Concept of Loving Your Neighbor will be Shaped by their Parents 
 

"Loving my neighbor includes all of those who are in any way affected by my life, by my actions 
and reactions." - Gordon Smith 
 

 

 



When Your Kids are Adults… How 
Do You Want them to Describe 
the Environment they Grew Up In? 
______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

______________________________

______________________________ 
 

A God-Centered 

Home is a 

Window for God’s 

Love to Shine In 

and Flow Out 



Discipleship Starts at Home 

 

The Family is God’s Original Small Group Ministry  
 

“There is a lot of emphasis in the church today on the importance of discipleship within small 

groups... God believes in discipleship small groups too. He just has another name for them. He 

calls them families. The family is the most powerful discipleship “small group” in the world, where 

“spiritual growth happens in the context of relationships” and where you will find “authentic 

community” every minute of every day.” - Rob Rienow 

 
Allowing Kids to Pursue a Life of Discipleship takes Courage and Trust 
 

“To many Christian parents, the idea of developing their children’s faith is like teaching them to 

swim on the living room rug. They don’t want them to learn how to swim in water because they 

could drown. So these children don’t really learn how to live out a strong, adventurous faith; they 

just know how to go through the motions.” - Tim Kimmel 

 

Godly Living is all about Living in Relationship with God 
 

“If we don’t think about God, pray to God, listen for God’s voice and consciously serve God, by 

definition we live an ungodly life. We usually think of “ungodly” as being against God, but ungodly 

can also be a life that simply ignores God…” - Gary Thomas 

 

Kids Need Parents to Show them that Joy and Happiness Comes from God 
 

“We cannot find happiness or joy apart from a life of obedience to the teachings of Jesus… God 

is not being stingy and withholding joy apart from our obedience; there simply is no joy apart from 

a life with and for God.” – James Bryan Smith  

 

 



List Specific Ways You are 

Promoting Discipleship at Home 

  

  
   

  
   

  
   

  
   

 

 
God’s Blueprint 

Required 



Bible Reading and Prayer 

 

It is Important for Parents to Help their Kids Grow in their Bible Reading 
 

We don’t read the Bible simply for information or answers to key spiritual questions. We read the 

Bible because doing so leads to spiritual maturity, and we want our children to grow up to be just, 

generous, honorable, loving and forgiving people.” - Samjung Kang-Hamilton 

 

Children Need to Experience Story of God in an Interactive Way 
 

“When we only instill the Bible into practical applications and little life lessons, we fail to teach 

children how to use the Bible as a means of understanding God’s overarching purposes in the 

world. We fail to give them the ability to understand their own stories in light of God’s story. When 

we tell them what the Bible says, we rob them of the ability to experience the text for themselves 

and pull out its meaning in their own context and the larger context of their world.” - Ivy Beckwith 

 

The Bible Must Not Be Reduced to Merely Moral Soundbites 
 

“Unfortunately, many Bible storybooks merely teach simple moral lessons and turn biblical 

characters into morally uncomplicated people. Thus, the richness of the Bible itself gets lost, and 

the power of God’s redemption of real people (not idealized people) also vanishes.” –  

Samjung Kang-Hamilton 

 

Children Need to be Taught How to Pray in a Participatory Way 
 

“One of the greatest responsibilities of parenthood is praying for your kids, but an even greater 

responsibility is teaching your kids to pray. Don’t just pray for them; pray with them.” –  

Mark Batterson 

 

Prayer is a Powerful Way to Model Faith for Your Kids 
 

“Prayer is appealing for God to be God…” – Stephen W. Smith  

 



Prayer is a Relational Reality that is Essential for God-Centered Families 
 

“When I’m in a place of spiritual desperation, I often ask my kids to pray. There is something 

uniquely powerful about children’s prayers — and it’s their childlike faith.” - Mark Batterson 

 

Write a Prayer for Your Children 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 



Developmental Insights 

 

Kindergarten 
 
Children are Longing for Your Undivided Attention 
 

“While previously a kid might have been one adorable toddler drawing the attention of multiple 

adults, they are now in a classroom with multiple kids - some even as cute and as smart as they 

are. At school, at church, or on the soccer field, one thing is true: They want your undivided 

attention. So give it as often as possible.” - Kristen Ivy and Reggie Joiner 

 

First Grade  
 
It is Important Not to Forget the Power of Play 
 

“Your child is now a sophisticated conversationalist - at least in their mind. With one year of 

school under their belt, they are quickly becoming more confident in their opinions and 

observations… It’s only the second year, and your kid is still adjusting to less playtime, more 

early-morning alarm clocks, and even higher demand for focused attention. It’s still important to 

give after-school opportunities for a little unstructured play, a chance to skip and run, to throw and 

catch, and to use their imagination.” - Kristen Ivy and Reggie Joiner 

 

Second Grade  
 
Kids are Growing in Awareness of Themselves and Others 
 

“Your second grader’s brain is changing in some incredible ways, and they are beginning to 

notice, “Not everyone is like me.” Until now, everyone was pretty equal. Seriously, what 

kindergartner isn’t “the best” at everything? By second grade, kids take notice of qualities that 

make one kid “athletic” and another “artistic.”” - Kristen Ivy and Reggie Joiner  

 

 



Third Grade  
 
Fairness and Trust are Very Important at this Stage 
 

“The world of your third grader is highly defined. Things are right or they are wrong. Someone is 

either good, or they are bad. And if you happen to give someone else the larger slice - you will 

find out pretty quickly to which category you belong.” - Kristen Ivy and Reggie Joiner  

 

Six to Eleven Years 
  
The Implementation of Age Appropriate Boundaries is Vital to Maturity  
 

“This stage involves a great deal of industriousness as well as increasing investment in the world 

outside the family: school, activities, church, and friends. Boundary issues will revolve around 

balancing time at home and with friends, homework and school tasks, goal orientation, and 

budgeting time and money. Consequences can involve restrictions on friendships, freedoms, and 

home privileges.” - John Townsend and Henry Cloud  

 

Physical Touch is a Very Needed Form of Love Expression 
 

“All children need physical contact throughout their childhood and adolescence. Many boys from 

age seven to nine go through a stage when they are resistant to affectionate touch, and yet they 

still need physical contact. They tend to be responsive to more vigorous contact such as 

wrestling, jostling, playful hitting, bear hugs, high fives, and the like. Girls also enjoy this type of 

physical touch, but they do not resist the softer touches as well, for unlike boys, they do not go 

through the affection-resistant stage. Much physical touch at this stage in a child’s life will come 

through playing games. Basketball, football, and soccer are all contact sports. When you are 

playing games together in the backyard, you are combining both quality time and physical touch. 

But touch should not be limited to such play. Running your hand through your child’s hair, 

touching him on the shoulder or arm, patting him on the back or leg, along with some 

encouraging words, are all meaningful expressions of love to a growing child.” -  

Gary Chapman and Ross Campbell 
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Connecting and Equipping All Generations on Life’s Eternal Journey 

 


