
 

 

 

 

 

Mile Marker 5:   
Leading a Child 

to Christ 
 

 

To encourage parents to 
prepare for having 
conversations with your 
children about baptism and 
salvation. To provide resources 
and tools that will help parents 
lead their child to Christ. 



Scriptures for the Road Ahead 

 
Embracing Holistic Discipleship (Faith as a Lifestyle) 
 

4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I command you 
today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and 
when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets 
between your eyes.9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

 
Everything We Do is an Opportunity to Glorify God 
 

And whatever you do, in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through Him. 

Colossians 3:17 

 
The Environment We Create Shapes Us and Others 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think 
about such things. 

Philippians 4:8 

 
Baptism - A Response of the Heart (A Desire for Forgiveness) 
 

37 Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are 
far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” 40 And with many other words he bore 
witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation.” 41 
So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls. 
 

Acts 2:37-41 

 

 

 

 

 



Baptism - Being Born Again (An Invitation to a New Life) 
 

 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher 
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother's womb and be born?”5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 
one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do 
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 

John 3:2-8 
 

Baptism - An Act of Salvation 
 

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and 
proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience 
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves 
you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 
God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 

 
1 Peter 3:18-22 

 

Baptism - A Participatory Redemption 
 

What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How 
can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism 
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of 
sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For one who 
has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will 
also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death 
no longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life 
he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 

Romans 6:1-11 

  

 
 



Baptism - In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 
17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said 
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.” 
 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 

Baptism - An Act of Reconciliation/Justification (New Creation) 
 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation.The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 18 All this is 
from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 20 Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God. 21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For one will scarcely 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.9 Since, therefore, 
we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of 
God. 10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11 More than that, we also 
rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 

Romans 5:6-11 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Baptism - An Act of Atonement 
 

My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

1 John 2:1-2 

 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 
he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels 
he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully 
human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to 
God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself 
suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 
 

Hebrews 2:14-18 

 

Baptism - Victory In and Through Christ 
 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been 
brought to fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also 
circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the 
flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who 
raised him from the dead. 
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins,14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 
which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And 
having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over 
them by the cross. 

Colossians 2:9-15 

 
 

Baptism - Communing with the Body of Christ 
 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 
Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every 
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called;5 one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

Ephesians 4:1-6 
 
 
 
 
 



It’s All About the Story 

 

What Story Are You Promoting in Your Family? 
 

“If we are not intentional with our parenting, we run the risk of ending up with a family filled with 

achievement, recreation, and niceness. God has a far grander plan for us and for our children. He 

created our families for a purpose. He gave us children for a reason.” - Rob Rienow 

 
Christ Followers are Called to Tell a Different Story than the World 
 
 

“Raising faithful children in today’s world can only be done by offering them a different 

legitimating narrative for their lives. Only God’s story will truly allow our children to live. Help them 

discover the beauty of the story. Help them dream about what God could release them to do with 

their lives.” - Earl Lavender 

 
Stories are Fundamental to Understanding and Behavior 
 

“Narrative is the “central function…of the human mind.” We turn everything into a story to make 

sense of life. We “dream in narrative, day-dream in narrative, remember, anticipate, hope, 

despair, believe, doubt, plan, revise, criticize, construct, gossip, learn, hate and love by narrative.” 

In fact, we cannot avoid it. We are storied creatures. Our stories help us to navigate our world, to 

understand right and wrong, and to provide meaning (So the moral of the story is…)...We are 

shaped by our stories. In fact, our stories, once in place, determine much of our behavior without 

regard to their accuracy or helpfulness” - James Bryan Smith 

 
Stories are Key in Promoting Values and Shaping Identity  
 

“An abundant and growing body of evidence shows that stories have a unique capacity to 

transmit values, shape identity, move people to action, and preserve memory. For this reason, 

people who care about the next generation will be experts at telling the community’s story. They 

will preserve and celebrate the stories that develop character, transmit the community’s beliefs, 

and inspire the young to understand their connection to the community. They will give the next 

generation good stories to live by, and they will fiercely protect their young against toxic 

narratives that poison and weaken us.” - Darryl Tippens 

 
Baptism is Integral to the Entire Biblical Narrative  
 

"Here’s the big picture: sometimes we are so singularly focused on the personal-Plan-of-

Salvation and how-we-get-saved that we eliminate the Story of Israel and the Story of Jesus 

altogether." - Scot McKnight 



Kids Need to Cultivate their Own Unique Faith Story  
 

“Parents ought not simply pass on their faith; rather, they should seek to cultivate the unique faith 

of their children as they invite their children to merge their story with God’s story.” –  

Steven Bonner 

 

When it Comes to Faith… Sharing is Caring  
 

“To be concerned about others’ faith is to share our faith with them in word and deed, and to 

permit them to share their faith with us in similar ways.” - John Westerhoff III 

 

Your Kids Want and Need to Hear Your Faith Story  
 

“Most kids love hearing about when and how their parents met, when they fell in love, and what 

their wedding was like. Why don’t we do the same with our faith story?... What led you down that 

path? What did it feel like? What surprised you about those early days as a believer? Then talk 

about what Christ has done in your life. How has he guided you? How has following him changed 

your behavior? What do you think it would be like if you were not a follower of Christ?” – 

Kara Powell and Chap Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have You Told Your Story? 



Write Your Faith Story… 
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Spiritual Formation 

 

Spiritual Formation is a Process 
 

“Spiritual formation is the lifelong, multi-faceted process through which we intentionally partner 

with God’s Spirit, God’s word, and God’s people to progress towards the goal of becoming Christ-

like in every dimension of our thinking, being, desiring and doing.” - Ross Cochran 

 
Spiritual Maturity is Sought in the Present with Anticipation of the Future 
 

“The best time to plant a tree is twenty years ago. The second best time is now.” – African 
Proverb 
 
Experience is Critical to Spiritual Formation 
 

“Experience is foundational to faith. A person first learns Christ not as a theological affirmation but 

as an affective experience. For children and adults, it is not so much the words we hear spoken 

that matter most, but the experiences we have which are connected with those words. Language 

and experience are interrelated. Experiences of trust, love, and acceptance are important to 

Christian faith and, regardless of age, the need is always present for experiences consistent with 

the meanings we attribute to our words. If a person is “used” whenever the word love is spoken, 

the word love takes on that meaning for the person. A new definition can be learned but the 

power of the word will be related to the experiences of the word…. We experience and express 

faith through our interactions with others. The meaning of our vocabulary of faith is directly related 

to our experience with the words spoken to express that faith.” - John Westerhoff III 

 

Spiritual Maturity Requires Patience  
 

“We have generally come to expect immediate returns on our investments of time and resources. 

If we have a need, we have only to find the right place, product or procedure and invest the right 

amount of time, energy and resources, and our need will be met. It is not surprising that we, as 

members of an instant-gratification culture, tend to become impatient with any process of 

development that requires us more than a limited involvement of our time and energies. If we do 

not receive the desired results almost instantly, we become impatient and frustrated.” – M Robert 

Mulholland  

 

 
 
 



Identity Begins with the Heart  
 

“Teaching to the heart means moving past behavior to the greater truth of identity in Christ.” - 

Brian Haynes 

 

Spiritual Maturity is All About Christlikeness  
 

“The process of spiritual formation in Christ is one of progressively replacing our destructive 

images and ideas about God with the images and ideas that filled the mind of Jesus himself. 

Spiritual formation in Christ moves toward a total interchange of our ideas and images for his.” –

Dallas Willard  

Spiritual Maturity Embraces Uniqueness Not Uniformity  
 

“We are called by God to live as our uniquely created selves – our temperament, our gene pool, 

our history. But to grow spiritually means to live increasingly as Jesus would in our unique 

place…” - John Ortberg  

Spiritual Maturity Happens Within the Context of God’s Story 
 

"People need not only to grow, but also to understand where that growth fits in to a larger picture 

of God’s plan for them and his plan of redemption." – John Townsend and Henry Cloud 

God Ultimately Causes Our Growth and Transformation 
 

“Our transformation comes not by the strength of our resolve or by the diligence of our spiritual 

discipline or by the quality of our religious practices; rather it is the gracious work of Christ, who 

by his Spirit is drawing us to himself and transforming us in his image.” - Gordon Smith  
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Connecting and Equipping All Generations on Life’s Eternal Journey 


